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ABSTRACT
Environmental crimes are actions that violate
laws and regulations aimed at protecting the
environment. These crimes have become
increasingly prevalent in India, causing
significant damage to the country's air, water,
soil, and wildlife. This paper provides an
overview of the various types of environmental
crimes in Indig, including pollution, illegal wildlife
trade, deforestation, and mining activities, and
analyzes the legislative framework and
enforcement mechanisms in place to address
them. The paper also examines the challenges
in prosecuting environmental crimes and
explores the role of civil society in combating
these offenses. The findings suggest that while
India has a robust legislative framework and
enforcement mechanisms, more needs to be
done to raise awareness among the public and
to address the loopholes in the legal system.
The paper recommends that civil society play a
more active role in monitoring and reporting
environmental crimes and that the government
take steps to increase accountability and
transparency in  the enforcement  of
environmental laws. The paper concludes that
addressing environmental crimes in India is

Crimes, India,
Enforcement

Keywords: Environmental
Legislative Framework,
Mechanisms, Civil Society

INTRODUCTION

Environmental crimes encompass a wide range
of unlawful activities that violate laws and
regulations  established to guard the
environment and human health. These offenses
can have far- reaching and frequently
unrecoverable impacts, risking the sustainability
of natural resources and ecosystems. Some of
the most egregious exemplifications of
environmental crimes include the illegal jilting
and disposal of dangerous waste, deforestation,
wildlife trafficking and poaching, water and air
pollution, illegal fishing, and illegal mining.
These conditioning are constantly driven by
rapacity, corruption, and a lack of regard for the
environmental and social consequences of
one's conduct. They can affect the reduction of
natural coffers, loss of biodiversity, declination
of ecosystems, and the impurity of air, water,
and soil. They can also have serious mortal
health impacts, analogous to respiratory ails,
cancer, and other habitual conditions. Given
the critical significance of securing the
environment and  ensuring  sustainable
development, it's vital to combat environmental
crimes through effective legal and institutional
fabrics. This requires amulti-faceted approach
that involves administering environmental laws
and regulations, promoting public awareness
and participation, and establishing
collaborations with the private sector, civil
society, and international  associations.
Ultimately, addressing environmental crimes is
crucial to guarding the terrain, promoting social
justice, and securing a better future for all.

TYPES OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES IN INDIA

Crimes against the environment pose a grave
peril to the ecological balance and the natural
resources of our earth, and can cause

critical to  the  country's  sustainable significant damage to the health and overall
development and well-being. quality of life of human beings. These offenses
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can take numerous forms and involve a range
of actors, from individualities to international
corporations. Some of the most common types
of environmental crimes include lllegal
dumping and disposal of dangerous waste This
involves the unlawful disposal of dangerous
accouterments, such as chemicals, artificial
waste, and electronic equipment, which can
cause significant damage to the environment
and human health.  Wildlife trafficking and
poaching the illegal trade of wildlife and their
products, similar to ivory and rhino horn, can
lead to the reduction of animal populations and
loss of biodiversity. Deforestation The
destruction of timbers, frequently for agrarian
purposes or for timber, can have significant
impacts on the planet's carbon cycle, soll
quality, and local ecosystems. Water and air
pollution The impurity of water bodies and the
release of pollutants into the air can have
severe health impacts, as well as cause harm to
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. lllegal
fishing Overfishing and the use of destructive
fishing styles can lead to the reduction of fish
stocks and the destruction of marine
ecosystems. lllegal mining Limited and illegal
mining conditioning can beget soil erosion,
deforestation, and water pollution, leading to
long- term environmental damage.

CASELAWS

1. M.C. Mehta v. Union of India?®: This
corner case involved the pollution of the
Ganges River by diligence and other
sources. The Supreme Court of India
established a series of measures to
cover the river and its ecosystem,
including the check of contaminating
industries and the establishment of
sewage treatment plants. The case set a
precedent for using the courts to apply
environmental protection laws.

2. Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union
of India*®% This case involved the
pollution of the Palar River in Tamil Nadu

21 AIR 1988 SC 1115
292 AIR 1996 SC 2715
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by tanneries and other industries. The
Supreme Court of India ordered the
check of contaminating industries and
established a system for monitoring and
administering environmental standards.
The case established the" polluter pays”
principle, which holds that
contaminating industries must bear the
cost of remediation and compensation
for environmental damage.

3. Sterlite Industries (India) Ltd. v. Union of
India?®3: This case involved the pollution
of the Thoothukudi (Tuticorin) district in
Tamil Nadu by a copper smelting factory
possessed by Sterlite Industries. The
Madras High Court ordered the check of
the factory for violating environmental
norms and causing detriment to public
health. The case stressed the
significance of holding corporations
responsible for environmental damage
and the need for stronger enforcement
of environmental regulations.

4. Goa Foundation v. Union of India**: This
case involved the illegal mining of iron
ore in Goa, which had caused significant
environmental damage and loss of profit
for the state. The Supreme Court of India
ordered the check of all mining
operations in the state and the
establishment of a system for
monitoring and regulating mining
conditioning. The case stressed the need
for translucency and responsibility in the
mining assiduity and the significance of
guarding natural coffers.

5. Indian Council for Enviro Legal Action v.
Union of India®®: This case involved the
pollution of the Yamuna River by
industries and sewage. The Supreme
Court of India ordered the check of
polluting industries and the perpetration
of measures to clean up the swash,
including the construction of sewage
treatment shops. The case established

2932013 SCC OnlLine Mad 1646
294 AIR 2014 SC 2192
295 AIR 1996 SC 1446
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the principle of ‘inter-generational
equity,” which holds that the present
generation must take responsibility for
protecting the environment for unborn
generations.

M.C. Mehta v. Kamal Nath?*: This case
involved the pollution of the Taj Mahal
and other monuments in Agra by
diligence and business. The Supreme
Court of India ordered the check of
contaminating diligence and the
perpetration of measures to reduce
business and cover the monuments,
including the establishment of a" green
belt" around the Taj Mahal. The case
highlighted the need to cover cultural
heritage sites from environmental
damage.

Samaj Parivartana Samudaya v. State
of Karnataka®’: This case involved the
illegal mining of iron ore in Karnataka,
which had caused significant
environmental damage and loss of
revenue for the state. The Supreme Court
of India ordered the closure of all mining
operations in the state and the
establishment of a system for
monitoring and regulating mining
activities. The case stressed the
significance  of transparency and
accountability in the mining industry and
the need to protect natural resources.
Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of
India®®8:  This case involved the
destruction of forests in colorful
countries of India due to illegal mining,
encroachment, and other conditioning.
The Supreme Court of India ordered the
eviction of all illegal inhabitants and the
restoration of the forests. The case
stressed the significance of guarding
forests and biodiversity and the need for
strong enforcement of environmental
laws.

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
CRIMES IN INDIA
1. The Water (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1974: This law was
legislated to help and control water
pollution in India. It provides for the
establishment of  pollution  control
boards at the state and central levels,
and lays down rules for the discharge of
adulterants into water bodies.

. The Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1981: This law was
legislated to help and control air
pollution in India. It provides for the
establishment of pollution  control
boards at the state and central
situations, and lays down rules for the
emigration of pollutants from diligence
and vehicles.

. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986:

This law provides for the protection and
enhancement of the environment, and
the prevention of hazards to mortal
beings, other living brutes, shops and
property. It empowers the central
government to take measures to cover
the environment, and provides for
penalties for violations.

. The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010:

This law established the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), a specialized court for
environmental cases. The NGT has
jurisdiction over all environmental
disputes and cases related to the
enforcement of environmental laws.

. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980:

This law provides for the conservation of
forests and the regulation of diversion of
forest land for non-forest purposes. It
requires that previous permission be
obtained from the central government
for diversion of forest land, and lays
down penalties for violations.

. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002: This

laow provides for the conservation and
sustainable use of natural diversity in

296 AIR 1997 SC 734
297 AIR 2013 SC 634
2% AIR 2019 SC 5344

India. It empowers the central

102 | Page Journal Home Page — https://ielrj.iledu.in



https://ielrj.iledu.in/
https://iledu.in/

Volume |l and Issue | of 2023

ISBN - 978-81-960677-0-0

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LEGAL RESEARCH JOURNAL

Published by

https://iledu.in

Institute of Legal Education

government and state governments to

PUNISHMENTS IN INDIAN PENAL CODE, 1860

regulate access to natural resources, 1. Imprisonment: The IPC provides for
and lays down rules for benefit sharing. imprisonment as a punishment for
. The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: This law various environmental offenses. For
provides for the protection of wild example, causing death by negligence
animals and plants in  India, and due to the release of poisonous
regulates hunting, poaching, and trade substances (Section 304A) can lead to
in wildlife. It lays down penalties for imprisonment for up to two years, while
violations, and provides for the causing grievous hurt by rash or
establishment  of  national  parks, negligent act (Section 338) can lead to
sanctuaries, and other protected areas. imprisonment for up to two years.
2. Fine: The IPC also provides for the
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES AND INDIAN PENAL imposition of fines as a punishment for
CODE, 1860 environmental offenses. For example, the
1. Water pollution: The IPC defines offenses punishment for causing public nuisance
related to water pollution, such as by carrying out an offensive trade
causing or permitting the contamination (Section 268) is a fine, while causing
of water sources (Section 277), and public nuisance by acts likely to spread
causing public nuisance by act likely to infection or endanger life or property
spread infection or endanger life or (Section 269) can lead to a fine or
property (Section 268). imprisonment.
Air pollution: The IPC also provides for 3. Both imprisonment and fine: In some
penalties for offenses related to air cases, the IPC provides for both
pollution, such as causing or permitting imprisonment and fine as punishments
the emission of noxious substances for environmental offenses. For example,
(Section 278), and causing public causing grievous hurt by an act
nuisance by act likely to spread infection endangering life or personal safety of
or endanger life or property (Section others (Section 338) can lead to
268). imprisonment for up to two years and/or
Wildlife protection: The IPC contains a fine.
provisions for the protection of wildlife, 4. Enhanced punishment: In certain cases,
such as hunting of wild animals (Section the IPC provides for enhanced
9), killing or maiming of cattle or other punishment for environmental offenses.
animals (Section 429), and destruction For example, causing death by driving a
of bird's nests or eggs (Section 429). vehicle in a rash or negligent manner
Forest conservation: The IPC also has (Section  304A) can lead to
provisions for forest conservation, such imprisonment for up to ten years if it
as causing or permitting the destruction involves the use of a motor vehicle.
of forests (Section 427) and causing fire 5. Causing a dangerous or negligent act:
in forests (Section 427). Under Section 287 of the IPC, causing
Hazardous substances: The IPC provides danger or injury to human life, health, or
for penalties for offenses related to safety by any act that is rash or
hazardous substances, such as sale of negligent can lead to imprisonment of
adulterated food or drugs (Section 272), up to six months, a fine, or both.
and sale of noxious food or drink 6. Mischief: Under Section 426 of the IPC,
(Section 273). causing mischief by intentionally
destroying or damaging any property
103 | Page Journal Home Page — https://ielrj.iledu.in
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can lead to imprisonment of up to three
months, a fine, or both.

7. Pollution of water sources: Under
Section 277 of the IPC, causing or
permitting the contamination of water
sources with a substance that is injurious
to health can lead to imprisonment of up
to six months, a fine, or both.

8. Pollution of air: Under Section 278 of the
IPC, causing or permitting the emission
of any noxious substance into the
atmosphere can lead to imprisonment
of up to six months, a fine, or both.

9. Causing hurt or death by rash or
negligent act: Under Section 304A of the
IPC, causing death by negligence due to
the release of poisonous substances can
lead to imprisonment of up to two years,
a fine, or both.

10. Hunting and killing of animals: Under
Section 9 of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, hunting, or killing any protected
animal, such as tigers, leopards, and
elephants, can lead to imprisonment of
up to three years, a fine, or both.

11. Destruction of wildlife habitats: Under
Section 39 of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, destroying, damaging, or diverting
any wildlife habitat can lead to
imprisonment of up to seven years, a
fine, or both.

ENFORCEMENT MECHANISM FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES

India has a few enforcement mechanisms set
up to address environmental crimes. These
mechanisms are essentially executed by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC), the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), and the State Pollution Control
Boards (SPCBs).

The MOEFCC is liable for creating and
implementing arrangements connected with
environmental assurance. It likewise monitors
and assesses the execution of environmental
regulations and  guidelines by  other
organizations.
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The CPCB is entrusted with enforcing national-
level pollution control regulations and
guidelines, like the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, and the Unsafe Waste
(The executives, Handling and Transboundary
Development) Rules. It does inspections of
industrial offices and has the authority to give
headings to polluting industries to follow
environmental guidelines.

The SPCBs, which work at the state level, are
answerable for implementing pollution control
regulations and guidelines within  their
individual states. They additionally issue agree
to work testaments for industrial offices and
monitor their consistency with environmental
regulations.

Notwithstanding these offices, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) was established in 2010 to
handle cases connected with environmental
debates and infringement. It has the authority
to give orders for the prevention and control of
environmental harm and to force punishments
on the people who disregard environmental
regulations.

In general, these enforcement mechanisms
work together to guarantee consistent
environmental regulations and guidelines in
India and to hold those people who violate
them responsible for their actions.

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL (NGT)
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a
particular legal body in India established in 2010
for successful and quick removal of cases
connected with environmental security and
protection of forests and other normal assets.
The NGT has been playing a urgent role in
controlling environmental crimes in India by
enforcing different environmental regulations
and guidelines and imposing punishments on
violators.
The vital roles of the NGT in controlling
environmental crimes in India include:
1. Adjudicating environmental questions:
The NGT has the ability to hear and
conclude debates connected with
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environmental regulations, including
infringement of environmental
guidelines, illegal development, and
pollution. The NGT's choices are binding
and can be enforced by policing.

2. Imposing fines and punishments: The
NGT has the ability to force fines and
punishments on individuals, industries,
and other substances viewed as
violating  environmental regulations.
These fines can be critical and act as an
obstruction for future infringement.

3. Monitoring compliance: The NGT
additionally monitors compliance with
its orders and headings. It can appoint
independent boards to monitor the
execution of its orders and guarantee
that violators consent to the NGT's
mandates.

4. Providing master direction: The NGT has
a board of specialists who give direction
to the tribunal on logical, specialized,
and legal issues connected with
environmental security. This assists the
NGT with making informed choices and
guarantees that its orders depend on
sound logical and specialized principles.

Generally, the NGT assumes a basic part in
controlling environmental crimes in India by
enforcing environmental regulations and
guidelines, imposing punishments on violators,
and monitoring consistency. Its work is
fundamental in ensuring that India’s regular
assets are safeguarded and saved for people in
the future

STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) in India
are regulatory bodies established under the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974 and the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981. SPCBs assume a critical part
in controlling environmental crimes in India by
enforcing different environmental regulations
and guidelines at the state level.

The critical roles of SPCBs in controlling
environmental crimes include:

105 | Page

1. Granting environmental clearances:
SPCBs are liable for  granting
environmental clearances to industries
and other substances that are seeking
to lay out new offices or expand existing
ones. The clearances are allowed in light
of the environmental impact
assessment (EIA) reports presented by
the candidates.

2. Monitoring compliance: SPCBs monitor
the compliance of industries and other
elements with the circumstances
referenced in the environmental
clearances. They Ilead customary
inspections and make a suitable move
against violators.

3. Imposing punishments: SPCBs have the
ability to force punishments on
industries and other elements that
abuse environmental regulations and
guidelines. They can require fines and
other punishments, including denial of
environmental clearances.

4. Providing specialized direction: SPCBs
give specialized direction to industries
and other substances on pollution
prevention and control measures. They
likewise direct training and awareness
programs for industries and the general
population.

5. Prosecuting offenders: SPCBs can
initiate  legal proceedings against
offenders who abuse environmental
regulations and guidelines. They can
record complaints with the local courts
and present proof to indict the offenders.

SPCBs assume an imperative part in controlling
environmental crimes in India by enforcing
environmental regulations and guidelines,
monitoring consistency, imposing punishments,
providing specialized direction, and prosecuting
offenders. The adequacy of SPCBs in controlling
environmental crimes relies upon their
independence, capacity, and assets.

FOREST DEPARTMENTS
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The Forest Departments in India assume a basic
part in controlling environmental crimes by
enforcing different environmental regulations
and guidelines connected with forests and
natural life.

Critical roles of the Forest Departments in
controlling environmental crimes in India
include:

1. Forest preservation: The Forest
Departments are liable for the protection
and assurance of forests, which includes
preventing illegal logging, poaching, and
infringement. They direct standard
patrolling and observation to forestall
such activities.

2. Wwildlife  protection: The Forest
Departments are also responsible for
protecting wildlife and their habitats.
They enforce laws related to the
protection of wildlife, such as the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, and take action
against offenders.

3. Guideline of forest activities: The Forest
Departments direct different activities
that occur in the forests, like mining,
quarrying, and grazing, to guarantee
that they don't hurt the environment or
the natural life.

4. Forest fire management: The Forest
Departments are  responsible  for
preventing and controlling forest fires,
which can cause significant damage to
the environment and wildlife.

5. Environmental training and awareness:
The Forest Departments direct different
awareness projects to instruct people in
general on the importance of forests
and untamed life protection. They
additionally work with local communities
to advance sustainable forest
administration practices.

The Forest Departments assume a pivotal part
in controlling environmental crimes in India by
enforcing environmental regulations and
guidelines connected with forests and untamed
life, preventing illegal activities, regulating forest
activities, managing forest flames, and

106 | Page

promoting  environmental  training and
awareness. Their work is fundamental in
ensuring that India’s forests and natural life are
safeguarded and rationed for people in the
future.

EXAMINATION OF ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT
Enforcement mechanisms in India for
controlling environmental crimes involve
various regulatory bodies, including the
National Green Tribunal (NGT), State Pollution
Control  Boards  (SPCBs), and  Forest
Departments.

STRENGTHS:

1. Strong legal framework: India has a
robust legal framework for
environmental protection, which
includes several acts and regulations
related to air and water pollution, forest
conservation, and wildlife protection

2. specific legal body: The NGT is a
particular legal body that manages
Environmental cases and has the ability
to force huge fines and punishments on
violators.

3. Local-level enforcement: The SPCBs
and Forest Departments work at the
local level and are more available to
people in general. They can lead reviews,
issue notification, and make a fitting
move against violators.

4. Public awareness: There is developing
public awareness and activism around
Environmental issues in India. NGOs,
common society associations, and
media assume a significant part in
featuring ecological violations and
pushing for stronger enforcement
mechanisms.

WEAKNESS:

1. Insufficient enforcement capacity: The
enforcement offices frequently miss the
mark on capacity and assets to screen
consistency and make a proper move
against violators. This is particularly valid
for the Forest Departments, which are
frequently understaffed and under-
resourced.
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2. Corruption: Corruption is a critical issue
in Indig, and it can sabotage the viability
of enforcement mechanisms. Bribery
and other corrupt practices can bring
about merciful enforcement and add to
ecological violations.

3. Delayed justice: The legal framework in
India is frequently sluggish, and cases
connected with natural wrongdoings
can require a long time to determine.
This can lessen the Vviability of
enforcement mechanisms and subvert
their discouragement esteem.

4. Absence of coordination: There is much
of the time an absence of coordination
between various enforcement
organizations, prompting covering
locales and holes in enforcement. This
can bring about disarray and decreased
adequacy in  controlling  natural
violations.

By and large, while India has a strong legal
framework and a few administrative bodies for
controlling natural violations, there are as yet
critical challenges in upholding ecological
regulations and guidelines. Addressing these
challenges, like further developing enforcement
capacity, decreasing corruption, and upgrading
coordination between various organizations,
can fortify enforcement mechanisms and work
on ecological security in India.

CHALLENGES IN PROSECUTING ENVIRONMENTAL
CRIMES

Prosecuting environmental crimes in India can
be challenging because of a few elements. The
following are 10 challenges in prosecuting
environmental crimes in India:

1. Absence of proof: Gathering proof for
environmental crimes can be
troublesome, particularly in situations
where the damage is boundless, long
haul, or hard to evaluate.

2. Legal intricacy: Environmental
regulations and guidelines in India can
be complicated, and deciding the fitting
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charges and punishments for various
offenses can be challenging.

3. Restricted assets: Examiners and
policing frequently come up short on
assets and mastery to actually explore
and indict environmental crimes.

4. Corruption: Corruption is common in
India, and it can subvert the viability of
examinations and arraignments  of
environmental crimes.

5. Absence of awareness and
mindfulness: Many individuals in India
may not know about the environmental
regulations and guidelines, and this can
make it trying to successfully implement
them.

6. Powerless enforcement: Feeble
enforcement mechanisms can make it
challenging to actually stop

environmental crimes.

7. Political obstruction: There might be
political strain to ignore environmental
crimes, particularly assuming they
include powerful people or
organizations.

8. Delayed justice: The legal framework in
India can be slow, and cases connected
with environmental crimes can require a
long time to determine, lessening the
viability of prevention.

9. Restricted punishments: The
punishments for environmental crimes in
India are much of the time restricted and
may not be adequately extreme to
discourage guilty parties.

10. Absence of coordination: There is many
times an absence of coordination
between various organizations liable for
researching and prosecuting
environmental crimes, prompting holes
in enforcement and diminished viability.

Addressing these challenges requires working
on the capacity of policing, advancing attention
to environmental regulations and guidelines,
diminishing corruption, improving coordination
among organizations, and reinforcing
punishments for environmental crimes.
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ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES

Civil society assumes an imperative part in
fighting environmental crimes in India. Few
ways by which civil society can contribute is as
follows:

1. Awareness and advocacy: Civil society
organizations can bring issues to light
about environmental issues and support
better approaches and enforcement
mechanisms. They can likewise attempt
to  assemble public help for
environmental insurance.

2. Checking and reveadling: Civil society
organizations can screen and provide
details regarding environmental crimes
and infringement. This can incorporate
observing the activities of organizations,
state run administrations, and people
and revealing any infringement to the
proper specialists.

3. Legal help: Civil society organizations
can offer legal help to communities
impacted by environmental crimes. This
can incorporate assisting networks with
recording claims or giving legal
portrayal in court.

4. Local area empowerment: Civil society
organizations can attempt to engage
networks impacted by environmental
crimes. This can incorporate giving
instruction and preparing on
environmental issues, as well as
supporting local area drives to
safeguard the environment.

5. Collaboration and partnership: Civil
society organizations can team up with
government offices, policing, and other
partners to actually battle
environmental crimes. This  can
incorporate sharing data and assets, as
well as cooperating to create and carry
out viable arrangements.

Civil society can assume a pivotal part in
bringing issues to light, checking and covering
environmental crimes, offering legal help,

FIGHTING
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engaging networks, and teaming up with other
partners to really battle environmental crimes.
By cooperating, civil society, government, and
other partners can safeguard the environment
and advance sustainable development in India.

ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can
assume a significant  part in  fighting
environmental crimes in India. Few methods by
which NGOs can contribute:

1. Advocacy and awareness-raising:
NGOs can advocate for better
environmental arrangements and raise
public awareness about environmental
issues. They can utilize different stages
like web-based entertainment, public
missions, and occasions to illuminate
people in general about environmental
issues and their answers.

2. Checking and detailing: NGOs can
screen environmental crimes and
infringement and report them to the
pertinent specialists. They can likewise
utilize their organizations and assets to
research and archive environmental
crimes, which can prompt better
enforcement and prevention.

3. Legal help: NGOs can offer legal help to
communities impacted by
environmental crimes.  This can
incorporate assisting networks with
documenting claims, giving legal
portrayal in court, and supporting
stronger environmental regulations and
guidelines.

4. Capacity-building: NGOs can assist
with  building the capacity  of
communities and local organizations to
screen and report environmental crimes.
This can incorporate giving preparation
and assets to assist networks with
turning out to be more viable in
distinguishing and announcing
environmental crimes.

5. Collaboration and partnership: NGOs
can team up with government
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organizations, policing, other partners to

really battle environmental crimes. This

can incorporate sharing data and

assets, as well as cooperating to create

and carry out compelling arrangements.
Generally, NGOs can assume an essential part
in pushing for better environmental strategies,
observing and detailing environmental crimes,
offering legal help, fabricating the capacity of
networks and local organizations, and teaming
up with other partners to successfully battle
environmental crimes. By cooperating, NGOs,
government, and other partners can advance
sustainable development and safeguard the
environment in India.

ROLE OF MEDIA

Media assumes a critical part in fighting
environmental crimes in India. Few ways by
which media can contribute includes:

1. Raising public awareness: Media can
raise public awareness about
environmental issues and their effects
on human wellbeing and the
environment. Through detailing and
investigative journalism, media can
carry  environmental crimes and
infringement to the very front of public
consideration, and make public tension
for activity.

2. Investigative journalism: Media can
explore environmental crimes and
infringement, and report on them to
general society. This can assist with
uncovering environmental crooks and
put pressure on specialists to make a
move against them.

3. Holding authorities accountable: Media
can hold government authorities
accountable for their actions or inaction
on environmental crimes. Through
reporting and investigative journalism,
the media can highlight instances where
authorities are not fulfilling their duties to
protect the environment and the public.

4. Advancing straightforwardness: Media
can advance straightforwardness in the
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dynamic cycle for environmental issues.
This can be remembered for the
environmental effect evaluation process
and the endorsements allowed for
projects that can possibly hurt.

5. Empowering public cooperation: Media
can support public cooperation in
environmental assurance. This can
incorporate local area drives that
advance environmental maintainability,
and giving data on ways that people
can make a move to decrease their
environmental impression.

Media can assume a fundamental part in
raising public awareness, researching
environmental crimes, considering specialists
responsible, advancing straightforwardness,
and empowering public cooperation in
environmental security. By cooperating, mediq,
government, civil society, and other partners
can advance sustainable development and
safeguard the environment in India.

ROLE OF CITIZENS

Citizens assume a basic part in fighting
environmental crimes in India. Few methods by
which citizens can contribute are as follows:

1. Reporting environmental crimes:
Citizens can report environmental
crimes and infringement to the proper
authorities, for example, the police, the
State Pollution Control Board, or the
National Green Tribunal. This can assist
with guaranteeing that the people in
question are considered responsible for
their activities.

2. Supporting environmental approaches:
Citizens can support environmental
strategies and guidelines that advance
sustainable development and safeguard
the environment. This can incorporate
supporting strategies that advance
clean energy, decrease pollution, and
safeguard regular assets.

3. Diminishing their environmental
impression: Citizens can decrease their
environmental impression by taking on

Journal Home Page — https://ielrj.iledu.in



https://ielrj.iledu.in/
https://iledu.in/

Volume |l and Issue | of 2023

ISBN - 978-81-960677-0-0

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LEGAL RESEARCH JOURNAL

Published by

https://iledu.in

Institute of Legal Education

sustainable practices in their day to day
routines. This can incorporate
decreasing waste, monitoring energy,
and utilizing eco-accommodating items.

4. Partaking in local area drives: Citizens
can take part in local area drives that
advance environmental maintainability.
This can incorporate partaking in tidy up
drives, tree establishing efforts, and
other exercises that assist to safeguard
the environment.

5. Pushing for change: Citizens can
advocate for change by bringing issues
to light about environmental issues and
advancing sustainable practices in their
networks. This can incorporate utilizing
web-based entertainment, organizing
public occasions, and drawing in with
policymakers to advance sustainable
development.

Citizens can assume an essential part in
battling environmental crimes by reporting
infringement, supporting environmental
strategies, diminishing their environmental
impression, taking part in local area drives, and
upholding for change. By working together,
citizens, government, civil society, and other
partners can advance sustainable
development and safeguard the environment in
India.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, environmental crimes in India
represent a serious danger to the nation's
biological systems, normal assets, and general
wellbeing. These crimes range from illegal
unloading of dangerous waste and poaching of
natural life to deforestation and air pollution.
While there are different regulations and
guidelines set up to control these crimes, their
enforcement and indictment stay a major test.

The role of government organizations, for
example, the State Pollution Control Boards and
Forest Departments, is basic in enforcing
environmental regulations and guidelines,
however they face a few challenges, including
absence of assets and political  will
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Nonetheless, civil society, including NGOs,
media, and citizens, assumes a vital part in
battling environmental crimes by bringing
issues to light, monitoring and reporting
infringement, utilizing legal activity to consider
violators responsible, drawing in with networks,
and upholding sustainable strategies and
practices.

To address environmental crimes in India, there
is a requirement for stronger enforcement
mechanisms, further developed coordination
between government organizations and civil
society, and more noteworthy public awareness
and cooperation. Likewise, addressing the main
drivers of these crimes, for example,
unsustainable development practices,
destitution, and corruption, is significant for
accomplishing long haul manageability and
safeguarding the environment for people in the
future.

By and large, battling environmental crimes
requires a multi-partner approach and a
supported effort by all actors included.
Exclusively by working together could we at any
point safeguard India’'s rich biodiversity, regular
assets, and general well being from the
harming impacts of environmental crimes.
Recommendations for addressing
environmental crimes in India

The following are 10 recommendations for
addressing environmental crimes in India:

1. Strengthen enforcement mechanisms:
The public authority ought to distribute
more assets to organizations
answerable for enforcing environmental
regulations and guidelines, for example,
the State Pollution Control Boards and
Forest Offices.

2. Further develop coordination and
collaboration: There ought to be better
coordination  between  government
offices, civil society organizations, and
communities  to actually battle
environmental crimes.

3. Increment public awareness: There
ought to be a more prominent spotlight
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on instructing general society about
environmental crimes, their effect on the
environment and general wellbeing, and
ways of reporting infringement.

Energize resident support: Citizens
ought to be urged to partake in
environmental security exercises,
including monitoring and reporting
infringement, and pushing for
sustainable practices.

Use innovation: Innovation, like remote
detecting and satellite symbolism, ought
to be utilized to monitor environmental
crimes and recognize violators.

Address corruption: Corruption is a
huge obstruction to enforcing
environmental regulations and
guidelines. Measures to  diminish
corruption, like more  noteworthy
straightforwardness and responsibility,
ought to be executed.

Strengthen legal frameworks: The legal
frameworks overseeing environmental
crimes ought to be strengthened, with
stricter punishments for violators and
more prominent responsibility for public
authorities.

Advance sustainable practices:
Sustainable practices, like sustainable
power and sustainable horticulture,
ought to be elevated to lessen the effect
of human exercises on the environment.
Draw in with communities: Drawing in
with communities living in and around
environmentally delicate regions is
urgent for advancing sustainable
practices and  safeguarding  the
environment.

Address root causes: Addressing the
root causes of environmental crimes, for
example, unsustainable development
practices, neediness, and corruption, is
essential for accomplishing long haul
manageability and safeguarding the
environment for people in the future.
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